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You ris2 to the occasion, or you don't.” says Christina Paine, who was in a 1ding accdent years ago. Above, she cnats with members of her Arizona Firebirds.

§ Playing Hardball

Christina Paine, a fan since her girlhood days in O.C.,
has combined her love for the national pastime with a
serious opportunity for women ballplayers.

It’s a major league endeavor.

By TAMMY LECHNER
SPECIAL TO THE TIMES

cu might spot hes
cre row up from
the Angels dugout
at Anaheim Sta-
dium, or in a bax 2eat pext
1o the Padre¢s dugout at San Climre

dium
You might spot her chat.
ting with scouts behind

home plate at Astzona Fall
League games or at Caclus

spot her at recreational
baseball fields around An-
tona, Nevada and Califor-
nia, suited up in a baseball
tap and jersey, chesring 00 women playing
amateur hardball

A sell-described “basetall addict.” Chris-
tina Paine his receatly taken her lifelong
avocation a seridus steép forward: She s
co-founder and CEO of the National Women's
Baseball Assn.
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Diego Jack Murphy Sta. SR,
T
Lzague spring (raining 4 1
conteals You alsdo might ”
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A grawing veniure in the
sxploding realm of wemen's
arateur and professional
sports, the NWWBA is the
first ratioral baseball or-
ganzation devotled entirely
6 women paricipants simnee
the All-American Girls
Baseball Leagus existed
during the 1940s
eryone (rom students
to mothers and woxén who
own thelr cwn ¢ompanics
are playing hardball,” says
Paipe. whe is also sponsor
and gereral manager of the
NWBA's Arizona Firebirds,
"We're attracting women
from scfiball because it's a
faster game . IDOCE eX-
cltng.”

Never a baseball player hersell Paine
discovered a “fan’s love” for the game as a
¢hild growing up In Tustin and Newport
Beach when she would frequent Chavez
Ravire and Anahcim Stadium, At the same
time, she developed a reputition as an athlete
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BASEBALL: Trying to Ensure That Women Get Their Turn at Bat

Centinued from E1

for herseback ciding that followed
ker to adultbood and places her
taday as a world.class “cutting
Eorse” rider and breeder

“The ¢common threads through-
et my lfe have always beer
hérses ard bassball,” Paine says
Though a near-fatal hocseback ac-
cident left her with an ambulatory
dizbility about 20 years ago, Paine
reveals on urcauntad spint Ui
hat always kncwn when and
where to find 2 window of opporiu-
nity.

“You have wo choices in Hfe”
ke ways “You rise to the oocasion
or you don'l, ard if you don'y
you're cul of Iife. And that goos for
anything. ol just dsabilitics.”

fier ter adcident, which o¢-

curred in ber early 208, Paine
centinued with an sctirg-modeling
¢areer begunin her midteens. Hor
TV credits Include roles in “The
Wid, Wild West™ "Big Valiey,”
“Koak" and “Barnaby Jones ™ She
has appeared in tommercials and
advertiiements for Coca-Cola,
Hanes Hose, Breck. Revion and
Resistol/Stetson Hate. Now she's
i Lincoln-Meccury commercials
and {s spoiceswomiln for Wheeling
Free,a Conta Mess-based company
producing a three-wheel, per-
sonal-rectility machine.

As ahe pursaad Ber carver, Paine
a0 stayed involved with hogse-
back ridiag and beeeding Her
Spanigh-siyle home |n Scotlsdale,
Arfs., froets a five-acre korme
ranch ah2 his owned ind operated
knce 1996, Paine has bren activein
charity -celebrity rodsos for nearly
two decaden, and one of her stock
was namod Arizoma Cutting Horse
Asn.'s 1994 champior.

Paine, who also mairtains a
home iy Corcrado, Calif, iz an avid
collector of memorabilia from
Hollywood. the Old‘West and. of
course, the Grand Ol Came

o

In 1984, Puine made the decision
w besome involvid in baseball as
wore than a spectator, She began
irvestigating the possibilities of
owming and managirg a minor
league basetull franzyse— specifi-
cally in the Clazss A. Galifornia
League.

Btk Rodgers, the focmer Cal-
lornda Angels player and manager,
was 0 Paina's corper and pinod
Ber efforts to soout for available
frarxhises

Her reseirch into the minor
Ieagues at the timo had ber spout-
ing atendance figures, Madim
costs and franchise price tags fike
mencyclopedia

“She's 2 real avid basehall fan,”
uays Rodgers, wro met Paine
througk ber close friendship with
Argels majority owners Gene and
Jackio Autry.

"Every tlire wo lalc baseball,
she surprises me with her insigh:,
ot anly abeet the game itrelf but
Also abou: the business 5! base-
ball” Rodgers says. “She's always
besn a merchandiser and market-
ing person. and [ believe ke haza
great mind for that end of it.”

Bot a3 the effor: (o acquire o
minor league franchise stalled,
Paine attec on ah opportunity last
fall 10 sponscr the Arizyna Fire-

drds. » Scottsdale ertry in a
women's harcball league 'n Phoe-
nix

As she raveled w0 waleh her
Firebirds in aciion, Paine was
sruck by the poor quality of the
playing fields

"I was extrermely dsappainled
with the venuesn the women had
availsdie to them,”” she says, -
calling that sorse fickis were lit-
tered with trash and broken glass

Tre Nationy Women's Basedall Assn. is “‘macdy to previda an ofganized forum,

that and others bad gaping hcles
bepeath the bases where the dir
had faller away.

“They were rundown at bost”
ake says 1 couldnt beliove some-
one wasn'L £6ing to kill thermsolves
on a alide, It was very smad 10 me
that these women. 24 oxzited o
they were 1© bo playing baseball
had 1o deal with such .radequate
fiekds and faclities. They were
harely accomenedated ”

ainé. searching for a way o
ckinge the outicok ‘or women

ballplayers. decided 1o pick Up (he
reins of a fMedgling mavemant
aimed 4L creating A baseball or-
aniration exclinvely for women.
She co-founded the NWHA along
with Lexec Emireth, commissioner
of the women's Arizona Leagae
and Jim Glennie, commissboner
the women's Michizan Leaguc
Both (ledgues were independent
belere becoming 1he NWBA's (ni-
tial rrembership

“Play ha-dball™ 15 mow-tke call
women are ‘hearing from the
NWBA and 3 board—2ane =
chief execative officer, Emireth
predident and Glennse vice presi-
deat.

o]

As spring play kicks off acros
the country thit menth, the or
gantzalion hoges to tap infto a
membership reater of more than
200) women—about 00 \eams—
currently playing regulation hard.
ball, largely throogh rendent
leagues. The sssocialon also hopes
1o draw top Lalent from the thou-
sands ¢f wemens safthall teams
across the nation.

The NWBA woald hke to be-
come the tmbrella groap that cr
gantzes & Ul linewp of sponsored
regiona! and national tcumaments
for women ballplayers

Last all, the NWBA participated
in a Los Angeles tournamenl.
wkich fielded teams fror Phoenix,
Los Angeles and Orange County

The mssociation a'so spoasdred a
charity contest between the
NWBA Arizona League All-Starx
and Major Lesgue Baseball Players
Alumni All-Stars at Scottsdale
Stadiam in Nevember

Soathern California supports
abou. a dozen organized wormen's
hardball - teams, with five In Loa
Argeles belorging Lo an rdcpend-
ent laague, one in Orange County
belorging to the Nationa Aduit
Basetall Assr. 3 men's regulation
hardball ocganization thot now bas
a women's division. and aboat xix in
San Diego alsc affiliated with the
NABA.

Beaides the NWEBA's Arizona
and Michizan leagues, the sssocia-
tion pecently added a women
league in Florida and created
new civislon krown ax the
women's Midwest Leagoe, which
has recclved adminisirative sup-
port froms USA Baseball, an over-
sight xrmof amawur baseball n
the Urilted States

In fact. the NWBA's Micwerd
League is organizing 96 seascn
and lcemarmerit scheciles streich-
ing from Juna through August
Amaag Lhase walching 0 pauge
interes! and level of play will be
the US lympie Commitlee.

Recrutmiert for the Mcwest
League will come from NWBA
affillates. whose players 18 and
over range from complsie novices

et leagues all over
the country wartung to
aboal what we're doirg, )
says. “We also hexr from people
who wanl to learn how lo et up
leagues. Qur le inteation is o
Lreale a stra threegh which
L leagues can de-
velop, retwork ané bind ogether.”

a

The NWBA lcgo, an All-
menican design of & baseball set
Into a yweeping red “W”on a roval
blue background was concelved

says Crrsting Paine,

by Paing to create recognlon for
the asscciation and i offered on
T-8hirts, with caps soon Lo fallow
through the largest mail-order re
tailer of minor league apparel in
the mation, Mincr Leagues, Major
Drearu of Anakeim.

Recently adding the NWBA
merchandise Lo ther Internet site.
Minor" Leagues, Major Dxcams
ownsrs ‘Barbara Durell ‘and “Jon

TAMMY LOCENCE
at an Angels game In Anaheim

Foe Tow Thmwan

whin the NWBA can offer a pro-
feassonal divisicn of women play-
INE AgAIBIT WOrn o
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Becky Heidesch, editer of the
Huaatingion Beach-based Women's
Sports Wire, contends ihat
women's sporta are oa tho theeah-
old of a virtual revohstion and that

mponsorsklp potential is tremmen-
dous within the Indastry for
wormen's Fporlng eveata

“Iv's a real grass-roots effort
with a lct of folks put there like
Christina lrying to do whatever
they can with sadestring budgels
10 make something happen” Hel-
desch saye. “Bul the need (o pro-
vide women athletes continwed op-
portuaity in their respective sports
® apparent, and epportunitics are
surfacing everywhere.”

Heldesth, a former women's
softball esseh at Cal Poly San Luis
Oblspo, created the Women's
Sports Wire to provide a focal poaint
fer communiCations aad rews
about women's sporis, As a3 bi-
monthly newsletter, WSW offers a
nationt] networking forum for or-
ganizess, spormors and participants
ir the woaen's sports industry.

Heidessh alio ¢0-hasts & woekly
wlk radc sbow addus women's
sports in compur<ction with Pnme
Sports Radio, It recently featured
an [mterview with the NWBA's
Emineth in a show focuting on the
growing interest ir women's base-
mabl

Pairre and others are hoping to
ase that boon in fnterest to attract
nationdl sponsors lothe NWBA

“Cur immediate goal.” Piine
ayr “is (0 gain sponsorship sup-
port Lo provide deoenl veoues for
women's baseball natiomwide. We
wanted 0 iry our first seascn ina
small manner and see how it went,
but now we are ready Lo provide an
organized forum of networking and
corrgetition between independent
leagues in Cifferent states.”

A formidable, but pot urrealistic,
task, she says

“We know the players are oul
there; we know he desire ks out
there,"and we know the time is
right.”™

Feor more infermchion odoutl the
Netions! Wemen's Baieball Atsa),
write: NWBA 4730 E. Indian Scheel
Road, Suite 129, Phoentz, AZ 83018;
el [602) 947-5095; or e-manil.
Eminethf Netzone.com

Peterson believe there s 2 growing
interest among spocs fard ‘or ap-
parel off the mainstream

“The cemand for minor league
logoa skyrocketod after 1963, says
Darell, séding that It was due
largely to the licensing of these
logos by Major League Basebull
“Bul now A¢'re seeing demand for
really offbeat sporis, like Russian
hockey teams’ Wemen's sports
might be ths neat wave, especially
tf they develop to peolestonal
levels.”

There 15 only oas women's pro-
fessionk]l btascball tcam ia the
country'—ihg Silver Billels—ind
it hi¢ prrformr¢d more as an u‘r!
biticn squac, playrg against merya
minor [eague and men's top ama.
eur teans

Ta brirg expcsure to women
players across the country, the
Silvar Bullels Fove begun encour-
aging lhe teaxs they pliy lo re.
erulz a top feradle player from the
area for e game. And the team
ruggests the local team look to the
NWEA 1a 2 potential “farm sys-
wm™ from which to recrull that
player. This new (wial tomes on
the heels of the NWBA sending a
selection of players to a recemt
Silver Balleta tzyoul, one of
whom —pitcher Dawn Bergrion of
the NWEA Arizona League —made
the Leam

“Rigkt now. becomirg a Silver
Bullet i the only gaal our woemen
have for professional advance-
wert"” Paine ways, “and we are
thrilled (0 be considered a faxm
s¥alem of Lalen: for them.'

But Paine locks forward to a day




