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or decades mustangs have

waged a losing battle with

ranchers for a share of the
Western range. Now many are
thriving in Kentucky reins.

ROUNDUP

Libe srmall shign wiling on 2 wape-groen wa,
the first berd of borses appeaned oa the horimoa
As & belicopter flew sbove, the herd soemed 10
undulaie ovey the hills and dales of the
Wyoming range

In mimutes, the 40 or 5o wikd borses had
neared a funnel-ikr trap-fence made of burfap.
Quickly, four cowboys oa horsehack shat oul
from Muding and began ywinging their lssson
wuard the horses. The helxopter remained
diroctly above to force the horses into the mouth
of the trap

The wiki mastangs Came sITameng m,
purzued by the yipping cowboys. Then, in a
coeral 51 the end of the trap, cowboys oa foot
clomed the gairs behind the bewildernd hoeso.

The helicopser dipped 10 one side and darted
way tomard the borzona — in sarch of yo
another taad of mustangs

This rmundup was one of many being

Contweyed

o e
Text and photographs
by Tammy Lechner
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conducird i several Wealern
saatey ms gttt ool the federal Duress
of Lasad Manasgrment's " Adopt-A-
Hone™ progrsm, begas in 1974
The program i deugnad 4o contrel
the wild-hone populsten on the
renges of Wyoming, Moutana,
Colorsdo, Utah, Nevade, Attrona,
New Menso, lilabo, Orrgon and -
Califorsnia in s bumane Dahioa
Amosg smiey exar O the
Mittiesippd River, Kentucky rania
rvond only 10 Tennesser in the
number of horsex sdognnl
Togritarr idar bt staars kave
accepund pearty 1000 of the 30,000
wild horses gathese! masder the
program
b ancovines of thear wikd
hanes were brought o this
cantipent bry Sunsh
explorery o \he carly
§A00s. Inevitabdy, s
excapad o wire st frex aadd began
10 reprodiner in the wikd. Basds
foemerk. natural selection mok
aver; and the asdoaly ssevived in,
and wery molded by, their hanh
envunnment
They hecame vitally nporsamt
0 the Piging (mSians, wio
Cagnurnsd and redomesticated
enany of them, beil the mmgoriry
ooitinuend 1o roam (S prsinics
Morr than 1 millzon wild borsa
may once have roamed thy
Western stases. But by 1949 the
mumber had dwindied to fower
tham 20,000 Escoursgnl by
anchery whoss livensock
comgeiod with the wiki horses for
pretost sengriand, " !
were slaughnering the ssumaks Gr
apoey sadl peolit
Weshern cattiesnen have bong
worried Sbout the impect of i
=ik} horse on ihesr pravlands
Exvacmics justifies the presesce of

extrie and sheep on the range
These stock snimaly, afeer all,
etpusl incovme. Put 1he wild horey
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“We're the suachens that fought
for 80 masy yrars w0 peeserve this
mnge.” wmid Loonand Hay, of Rock
Sorings, Wyo., now in his mid- 2

abowt 20 miies from Kok Spn
tnto the Wyoming Rad Desert and
Boroes (8 crmirad purt of the ataie's
Continrsial Thvide Basin, said
thit he xpemt hin fefe “nding among
the wiki horses.™
“And bhelerve me whies | il you
hat there ks no other gniznal
harder on ihis tange than ihe wild
hone™
v takes 20 mores of dry, weep and
rocky Wyoming tangr tand b fleed
va cow. 1t zakes the mme amount
of thal lamd by fered snr widd hoose
The oely two proves methods of
draling with prokiferating
“mgtang,™ & the wild hornes ane
called out Wit is i round them
up for slasghter or adoption.
Slawghter, now outlewed, was ance
the axepiad praciice amaong
achery. Home hunting wa &
wport, and ool a fais wpory = thae,
by most sandands.
W-ame nchm who
partcpmicd im “home
haryeay™ el mles
fuli of piee than of pory
The humers often worked
from ssplanes, asef 2 comimon
wrapca wan tbe sywed-uff
shotpun. The hend woudd he
peppornd with gsnmaniion w1
keep the horses bt hod while the
bunters drove them down oul af
the mosstan s 1he vadiry helow
Thery wansbd be run over ihe
mcky renge umtil some had worn
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THE VAST ROUNDUP

Continued

their hooves raw to the bone. Some
had eyes shot out, lips hanging loose
and shoulders and rumps covered
with bloody wounds. In the valleys,
cowboys would either rope them
from trucks and hobble them with
100-pound tires, or they would run
them into camouflaged corrals and
then up the loading chute with cattle
prods or clubs.

In those days there was no legal
apparatus for protecting the horses,
and it was only a matter of time,
given the vivid excesses, before pub-
lic indignation began 1o mount. Bow-
ing 1o intense pressure from humane
groups spearheaded by a tircless Ne-

vada housewife known as “Wild '

Horse Annic” Johnston, Congress
passed the “Wild Free-Roaming
Horses and Burros Act™ in 1971. That
legislation bans the killing, capture
and harassment of wild horses and
burros on federal lands.

But with protection the horses’
population doubled in seven years.
So in 1976 the Bureau of Land
Management undertook the Adopt-
A-Horse program. The program now
costs about $4 million annually. Its
goal is to reduce the overall popula-
ton to about 22000 free-roaming
wild horses.

After capture, the herds are
wormed, vaccinated, tested for dis-
ease through bloed samples and cata-
loged. Then, afier several weeks, they
are shipped 10 adoption centers
around the nation.

Virtually all of the horses gathered
under the program are adopted. Al-
though officials say that none of the
animals gathered in government
roundups are sold for slaughter, they
also admit that a small percentage of
the animals “unadoptable™ because
of sickness, old age or just plain
ugliness are offered for sale a1 public
auctions. The fates of these horses
vary. Ultimately some are slaugh-
tered; some are used in rodeos; some
become work animals or even family

Randall Steele, 57, and his wife,
Beverly, 54, of Somerset, Ky., are
considered model adopters. They say

xmwmwmm&m with daughter Lenore, adopied Penny

that their bay mare. which they've
named “Penny™ for her pretty copper
color. is the most spoiled wild horse
in the world.

“I learned about the adoption pro-

gam in 1979," said Stecle, “and
we've had it in mind 10 adopt a mare
or a mare and a colt ever since. But
we wanted 1o wail until we had the
proper facilities with which 1o care for
the animals.”

After retiring from his job as an
architectural designer with Chevron
in Louisville several years ago, Steele
bought 95 acres of wooded property
along the Cumberiand River near
Somerset and began working on plans
10 build a barn, a house and a corral
and clear a pasture, in that order.

Steele finished work on the corral
just a few months ago, and in mid-
October he and Beverly drove to the
Eastern adoption center in Cross
Plains, Tenn, and brought Penny
home to Kentucky.

For about a month the Siceles
merely fed the mare and talked 1o her
from a distance. Then, one day in late
November, the horse allowed Beverly
1o pet her. *1 was so pleased that she
came to me,” said Beverly. “After
days of calling to her through the
corral fence she finally came near and
et me touch her.”

“It’s best to let them come o you,™
said Steele, “and in that way allow
them 1o develop trust and confi-
dence.”

Sieele plans 1o progress carefully
with Penny. “It’s all going to happen
very gradually. Eventually I'll be able
10 lean my body over her back, and
from there [ can set a saddle out and
occasionally put it on her.”

People who adopt wild horses must
prove that they can provide adequate
shelter and corral space and have at
least some experience with livestock,
say Randall and Paula Carr, who
operate the adoption center in Cross
Plains.

At the time of adoption, the appli-
cant signs a legally binding agreement
to provide appropriate facilities and
care and pays $125.

Animals remain government prop-
erty for 12 months after their adop-
tion. During that period they may not
be sold or used for commercial pur-
poses. After 12 months, adopters may
apply for ownership; if their veterin-
arian signs a form to cerufy that the
animal has been given proper care,
the government routinely ‘conveys
title.

For more information and an ap-
plication form, te e Randall
and Paula Carr at (615) 654-2180. O



